Guinea pigs approximately 8 months old, maintained on a diet of rabbit pellets and carrots, developed abnormalities similar to some of those described for scorbutic guinea pigs (Follis, I963). Approximately half of the animals developed a fibrovascular proliferation in the thigh muscles which caused up to sixfold increase in the normal volume of the thigh (Meheregon, personal communication). Tissue from the swollen legs grew in culture in Eagle's medium as a confluent, fibroblast-like sheet, whereas normal-sized leg muscles of the same animals did not grow under the same conditions. Increase in cell number occurred for 4 to 6 weeks and then the culture became stationary. This report presents electron microscopic evidence for the presence of virus-like particles, possible developmental forms of a pox virus, in the cells in culture.
Short communications
These forms bear some resemblance to our multiple membrane particles. (P1. I, fig. I A,  B) . Dourmashkin & Bernhard (I959) showed that in cells infected with molluscum contagiosum virus mitochondria become small and dense, and the inner body of particle C (P1. I, fig. I ) could have been formed by remnants of cristae. On the other hand, this inner body could be the unstained nucleoid of a pox virus as illustrated by Bantield (x959) for molluscum contagiosum.
Cheville (I966) has shown that viroplasmic particles of a similar size and shape are involved in the development of fowl pox virus; in addition, the particles observed by Cheville are associated with, and possibly wrapped in, an array of filaments closely akin to those shown here (P1. L fig. 2 ). 
